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Press Release

New Book Chronicles Two Generations of Interracial
Family Life in America

There’s Hope for Race Relations in America

Wilmette, IL, January 16, 2003: When Barbara Wilson Tinker and Carlyle Douglas

met, fell in love, and wed in the early 1940s, interracial marriage was outlawed in twenty-seven
states and was widely denigrated in the rest. Their union broke one of the strongest taboos in
American society, and for the rest of their lives Barbara and Carlyle endured, challenged,
triumphed over, and at times succumbed to the devastating effects of intolerance and racism
directed toward them and their children.

Marriage beyond Black and White: An Interracial Family Portrait (Bahd&'i
Publishing, $17.95, soft cover, ISBN 1-931847-04-5) tells the Douglas’s remarkable story from
two perspectives—that of a mother and that of her son—and shares the lessons of the heart
that ultimately transformed their own bitterness into a loving respect for all.

Part 1, written by Barbara Douglas—an educator, a writer, a mother of four, and a front-line
advocate for multiracial and multiethnic families—covers the early years of her marriage to
Carlyle, describing how the young family coped with the day-to-day realities of life in Chicago
and Detroit. Part 2, written by son David Douglas, an educator and frequent speaker on
improving race relations in America, provides an adult child’s perspective on the experience
and brings the family chronicle up to the present. His contribution fulfills a promise made to his
mother just before her death in 1995. David and his wife, Kim, have three daughters and live in
Holland, Michigan.

To receive a review copy of Marriage beyond Black and White: An Interracial Family
Portrait or to schedule an interview or author event with Carlyle Douglas, please contact Tim
Moore, Baha'i Publishing sales and marketing manager, at 847-425-7964. E-mail:

tmoore@usbnc.org.



